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PROTECTING STUDENTS AND STAFF WITH GREEN CLEANING  IN THIS ISSUE 

 
EPA’s Schools Chemical Cleanout Campaign 
(SC3) is working to encourage schools to 
use green cleaning practices to safely clean 
their classrooms and grounds. From 
elementary school maintenance closets to 
high school chemistry labs, schools use a 
variety of chemicals. Some of the most 
essential chemicals are those that keep 
schools clean and safe for students to learn 
and grow. However, the chemicals used in 
cleaning products can sometimes be 
harmful to human health and to the 
environment.  

 
GREEN CLEANING – 
WHAT IS IT?  
Using green cleaning 
products and 
practices can be less 
harmful to human 
health and the 

environment than some cleaning products 
and practices used by many schools today. 
The following are some easy tips that 

schools can take to start greening their 
cleaning products and practices: 
 
PRODUCTS 
Use chemicals that have:  

• Neutral pH levels and have no known 
carcinogens;  

• Low or no Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs); 

•  Energy and water savings benefits; 
• Biodegradability;  
• Less packaging;  
• Other positive health and 

environmental attributes.  

PRACTICES 

• Read and follow product labels;  
• Use only the amount needed;  
• Clean when the building is unoccupied; 
• Use proper equipment to do the job; 
• Manage and dispose of cleaning 

products safely and in an 
environmentally friendly way;  

• Train employees to use product Safely 
Data Sheets (SDSs) and labels for use, 
storage and disposal.  

BENEFITS  
The chemicals found in some cleaning 
products can cause health problems, 
including eye, nose, and throat irritation, as 
well as headaches. If these products contain 
VOCs, adverse health effects can include, 
asthma, upper respiratory irritation, fatigue, 
nasal congestion, nausea, and dizziness. 

Using green cleaning products and practices 
may avoid these health effects and also:  
•  Protects students, who may be more 

vulnerable to chemicals than adults, 
• Protects the health of custodial staff 

who have frequent interaction with 
cleaning chemicals;  

• Prevent student and faculty absences; 
Increase the lifespan of facilities; 

• Increase cost savings by using fewer 
products; and 

• Improve the school environment.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A growing body of scientific knowledge 
demonstrates that children may suffer 
disproportionately from environmental 
health risks and safety risks.  
 
 

This  fact sheet is not intended to be exhaustive. The 
discussion and best practices suggested herein 
should not be regarded as legal advice.  Readers 
should pursue legal counsel or contact their 
insurance providers to gain more exhaustive advice. 
 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency. Sc3: Protecting Students and Staff with 
Green Cleaning. N.p.: EPA, 2015. EPA. United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, July 2015. Web.  
 

SC3: Protecting Students & 
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